
Ignit ing hope  ·    Inspir ing minds  ·    Transforming l ives
Enter the library and discover a welcoming place that invites all to learn for free. Books, programs, computers, and 
dedicated library staff are there to help people of all backgrounds improve their lives. The life-changing resources 
at the library are multiplied by the generosity of individual donors and community partners. Gifts to the Duluth 
Library Foundation, large and small, help the Duluth Public Library ignite a love of learning, which can open doors 
of opportunity. Together, we are creating brighter futures.
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Kaleidoscope

Summer

shimmered with

laughter and

Your gracious gifts

made these vital programs possible in 2018.

City Sounds

Storytime

Thanks to your support, each branch

library now has its own puppets, musical

instruments, art supplies, and books

needed to create the beloved weekly

Teen Scene

Games, movies, crafts,

book discussions, and

pizza drew teens to the

library for this popular

monthly program that runs

year round, which your

support makes possible.

Storytime

programs for

the youngest

library users and

their families.
and learning at the outdoor stage of

the library, where magicians, jugglers,

comedians, and scientists delighted

children and families every Tuesday

in July--a summer favorite funded

with your help.

band music

performed by

talented local

musicians.

On Thursday evenings in the

summer, the library offered

free concerts on its outdoor

stage, made possible by your

gifts. People of all ages and

backgrounds gathered

together to enjoy jazz and big 
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Spreading the Word

In 2018, the Foundation launched

a pilot program and delivered the

Library Summer Events Guide to

6,000 low-income households in

Duluth. Your support made this

important outreach possible.

Wellness Day

Adults gathered

for a free day of

learning to

improve their

health: with chair

massages,

relaxing games, a

Teen Anime & Manga Club

This welcoming and popular

monthly program attracted

teens interested in anime

(Japanese animation), manga

(Japanese graphic novels),

drawing, cosplay, video

games, pizza, and more--all
This annual event at Wade Stadium

hit it out of the park! All kids

received a free book to take home

and were invited onto the field

before the game to hear Duluth

Huskies ball players read to them--

encouraging kids to sign up for the

library’s summer reading program

and promoting reading even when

school was out. Donor support

made it possible.

Books &

Baseball Day

chance to try out the Sunspot bus,

healthy snacks, a class on acupuncture,

pedometers, stress balls, and more,

funded by your gracious gifts.

made possible by

your support.
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Books

The library has

offered books to

the community 

You made it possible:

Books, materials, and redesigned spaces at the library

Early learners

Your gifts in 2018 made it possible for all

three libraries to refresh the well-loved

play areas with new toys, dolls, and

puzzles, so that every child in our 

community can

interact with

materials that

promote brain

development,

love of learning,

and readiness

for school.

since it began. In 2018, donor support

made it possible to add 733 books to

the library’s collection, as well as

books given to children and families

as part of Foundation-funded

learning programs.

Encountering books

Even before children

can read, time at the

library allows them to

learn how to hold a

book, turn its pages,

and experience the joy

of hearing an adult

read to them. For early

learners, the library

provides board books and

picture books, some of

which are purchased with

your support.

Improved design makes the library

more welcoming and effective. Thanks

to you, in 2018 the library purchased:

6 new tables for children and families

45 new chairs for children and families

2 new preschool benches

2 new toddler step stools

New train table

3 new computer chairs at Mt. Royal

New Storytime rug for West Duluth

New wooden book display for West Duluth 

Redesigned Spaces
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Parlez 

vous . . . ?

Adults 

seeking to 

learn a 

foreign language have discovered

the ease of mp3 players. The library

was able to expand its collection of

these popular language tools as a

result of donor support.

For many children, a traditional

book is still a favorite. Your

contributions have helped the

library add more fiction and

nonfiction books for school-age

children to its shelves and spinners.

Expanded horizons

Lifelong learning

From the works of best-

selling thriller writers to

critically acclaimed

nonfiction books, the

library’s adult

collection has been

enhanced by contributions

from donors.

Helping develop readers

Sometimes kids struggle with

reading. The library introduced

VOX Books in 2018 in order to

help. These books “read” to

children, allowing them to hear

the words they are seeing as

they turn the pages. This was

made possible

by donors.
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Dean and Debra Ager
Patricia Le Doux Ahrens
Sandra Akers
Alerus
Dean and Terri Alexander
John and Virginia Alexander
Michael and Ellen Altman
Altrusa International Club of Duluth
Royal and Karen Alworth
AmazonSmile Foundation
Deborah M Anderson
Allan L. Apter and Brenda Ion
Bill and Jan Arezzo
Patricia Aufderheide
Timothy J. Aune*
Richard P. Axler and Cindy Hagley
Kevin and Kathy Bakke
Johan and Susanne Bakken
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Tab Baumgartner and Susie Schumacher
Heidi Jensen and Jason Befort
Gordee Anne Bennett
David and Pamela Benson
Bent Paddle Brewing Company
Daniel and Marjorie Bergeland
Betty J. Bergman
Gary and Patricia Berntsen
Kay Biga and Pat Spott
Gladys J. Binette
David and Karen Bjorkman
Martha Bjornson
David and Cindy Blomberg
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Minnesota
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Minnesota  
     Duluth Retail Center
Clifford and Shirley Boe
Julene Boe and Dale Lucas
Russell and Dena Boheim
Michael and Debbie Bolen
Ben and Mary Boo
Kathryn Borg
Kristina Bourne and Tim Valentine
Merlyn and Mary Bowker
Mary Boylan and Patrick Maloney
Sandra Boynton
Kevin and Dana Breen
Day Breitag
Stacy Coffin and Shelley Breyen
Milissa Brooks-Ojibway*
John and Stephanie Brostrom
Thomas and Jean Brozic
Gary and Kathy Bubalo
Laura S Budd
Stanley and Janice Burns
Jeff and Vickie Cadwell
Colin Campbell
Jack and Phyllis Carlson
Phil and Diane Carlson
Ron and Lorraine Carlson
Sherman and Louise Carlson
John and Pat Carow
Nancy and Jerry Carroll*
June Carter*
Carl Casperson
Chris and Lisa Casperson
Dean Casperson
Mary P. Caven
Shelley Ceryance
Nancy and David Choquette

Donna Churchill
Michael and Diane Cochran
John and Eleanor Collins
Lila J. Connolly-Krmpotich
David and Dana Cook
Costco
Michael and Catherine Cowles
Marjorie Cox and Steve Blomster
Janice Culliton
Dan and Kristina D'Allaird
Mags David
Marlene David
Ruthanna M. Davidson
Tim, Katie, and Cooper Dawson
Kyle and Jennifer Deming
Bruce and Judy Derauf
Lynn Devlin
Julie A. Dickson-Lee*
discoverpc.NET
Mary and Thomas Donahue
Margaret A. Donovan
Dougherty Funeral Home
Stephen and Margaret Downing
James and Kathy Doyle
Janet Draper
Lester and Rose Drewes
Duluth News Tribune
Duluth Tree Service
Nancy Eaton
Ruth Ann Eaton
Martha Eberhart-Galinski
Hallie V. Edwardson
Nancy and Jack Eilefson
Ron Ellefson
Thomas and Barbara Elliott
Wayne and Kimberly Elmer
Jeanne M. Erickson
Colonel Forrest Evavold
Carol and Jon Farchmin
Stephanie Fehringer
Joe and Mickey Ferguson
Karen Finseth
Fitger's Brands, LLC (Coffee Co.)
Anne Flueckiger
Jeff and Margy Fraboni
Ruth Frederick
Brian and Marcia Freeman
Jeffrey and Susan Frey
Fred and Alana Friedman
Robert and Marcia Fulton
Mary Jo Furtman
Mary P. Gabrys
Carol Galazen
Joseph and Charlene Gallian
Jim and Vivian Gangl
Thomas and Eileen Gannon
Margaret A. Gardner
Jim Gearns
Ev. and George Gerogeorge
Nancy Gessner
Bob and Gayle Gilmore
Valerie M. Goff
Beverly Goldfine
Steven B. Goldfine
Stan and Susan Goltz
Boyd D. Gordon
Mark and Jane Gottwald
Walter and Kay Gower
Edith N. Greene

Thomas R. Griffin and Mary Pat Renaud
Steven and Cynthia Grindy
Michael P. Grossman and Holly Church*
Guttormsson Family Foundation
Sherry and Ed Hall
Warren K. Hall
Theodore Halpern
Louise Hancock
Pete Handberg*
Kevin R. Haney
Hanft Fride, P.A.
Shawn and Cammy Hansen
Richard and Laura J Hanson
Annie Harala and Kevin Jacobson
Gilbert Harries
Judy Harrison
Alan and Susan Hartley
Carmen Hartley
Ted and Triss Harwood
Robert and Roxanne Haupert
Corrie and Tyler Hautajarvi
Gene and Dawn Hautajarvi
Paul and Cynthia Hayden
Margaret Hayes
Doug Heck
Laura Hedlund and Paul Johnson
Francis and Jocelyn Heid
John J. Heine
Clay Helberg
Henry Helgen
Jon Helstrom
Kevin J. Hendrickson
Robert and Joyce Hickman
Duke and Clarice Hietala
Millie and Danny Hildebrandt
Richard and Dawn Hill
Janice M. Hille
C Scott Hilleren
Fritz and Nancy Hinzmann
Jason and Anne Hoeksema
Norma Hoffbauer
Dona Wirtanen Holloway
Wayne Holmberg*
Nancy and Jim Holmgren
Hoops Brewing Company
Alayne House
D. LeAnn House
Mary E. House
Oliver and Mary Ann Lucas Houx
Bobbi and Bob Hoyt
Carol Hubler
Richard and Eileen Hudelson
Leslie A. Hughes
Robert E. Hurd*
Michael and Lori Huska
David Hutchinson and Gloria Piche'
Charles and Susan Hyndman
Irving Community Club Association
Jennifer Jackson
Helena Jackson and Doug Dunham
Howard and Elizabeth Jacobson
Sylvia Jamar
Barry and Kang James
Kay Kurt Jankofsky
Jim Jarocki and Kristin Blakeslee
Jennifer Jensen
JNBA Financial Advisors
Ellis Johns
Dennis and Renee Johnson

Donald and Deborah Johnson
JeRay and Susan Johnson
Lucinda Johnson
Byron Johnson and Jocelyn Pihlaja
Gudrun Kamps
Damon and Julie Kapke
Gretchen Karstens
Albert M. and Virginia T. Katz
William Kehtel
Bob and Carol Kelley
Suzanne Kelley*
John and Beth Kelly
Mike and Jenny Kempfert
Stephen and Rose Kenigsberg
Jody and Bonnie Keppers
Paul and Becky Kilgore
Elaine Killen
George and Jane Killough
Jean Kirby
Kaye Klement*
Robert and Priscilla Knighton
Cora and Jeff Knutson
Mona and Kenneth Knutson
Catherine and Robert Kohlmeier
Liisa and Chris Kolquist
Lynn Kopet
Michael and Christine Koralia
Gaylord and Lynn Korhonen
Jack Kraus
Ann M. Kreager
Muriel A. Kreager
June Kreutzkampf
Kimberly Krohn
Julie Ann Kubat
Jonathan M. Kuchera
Katie Kuettel
Amy Kuronen
Kathleen Kuross
Dale and Patti Kusnierek
Kwik Trip
Patricia La Plante
Lake Superior Miniature Club
Lakeside Expresstop
Dennis Lamkin and Jon Niemi
Daral Lange*
Dick and Connie Larson
Don and JoAnn Larson
William and Beverly LeClair
Patricia Lemire
Charlyne Lemons
Lesley S. Lenox
Jodi and Terry Leonidas
James and Julie Levang
Cristine M. Levenduski
Carol Lilyquist
Esther B. Linden
Lori G. Lindgren
Betsy A. Little
Mikkel and Kara Long
Harold and Beverly Lorentzson
James and Joanne Loukes
Scott and Sara Lounsbury
David and Nancy Lundein
Lise Lunge-Larsen and Steven Kuross
Pakou Ly*
Mark and Lynn MacLean
Michael and Marta Maddy
Diane Madsen
Matthew Madson
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Frances Maki
Nicole J. Maki*
Susan Maki and Robert Myers
Maureen Maloney
Michael Maloney and Chris Zyzda
Mary Jane Manion
Craig and Diane Markell
Ann L. Mars
Ellen Marsden
Susan Martimo
Elisabeth C. Mason
Myrna Matheson
Pamela Matson
Doris J. Mattson
maurices
Constance May
Nancy McParlan
Cheryl and Joe Meese
Mark and Nancy Melhus
Allen Merry
Susan B. Meyer
Don and Alice Michels
James and Rachel Miles
Jerome and Ann Miller
Minnesota Power Foundation
Pamela Mittlefehldt
David Moeller and Bryce Nixon
Victor and Beverly Morcos
Daniel H. and Catherine L. Mundt
     Charitable Fund of the Duluth Superior  
     Area Community Foundation
Mary C. Murphy
Gwen Salisbury Myers and Mason Myers
National Bank of Commerce
Kristofer Nelson
Alan and Kimberly Nerhaugen
Alan D. Netland
Charlene Nichols
Christian and Barbara Nielsen
Dale and Gloria Nielsen
Kathryn M. Noble
Northland Constructors of Duluth
Northland Foundation
Brad and Lezlie Oachs
Barbara J. Oase
Judith E. O'Day
Nancy Odden and Douglas Britton
Theresa O'Gara
Josie O'Gara and Steve Huddleston
Gene and Janet Olcott
Glenn and Arlene Olson
Jean L. Ostenberg
Teresa M. O'Toole
David Ouse
James Paciotti
Nancy Sandelin Paisley
Suzanne M. Palm*
Buzz and Saundra Palmer
Payroll Processing Plus
Andrea Pearson*
Elizabeth Pearson
Ernest Peaslee
Kenrea Perell
Denise C. Perry
Sarah and Megan Perry-Spears
Christine and John Peterson
Duane and Donna Peterson
Mary Jane Peterson
Roger and Debra Peterson

Richard Petersson
Jennifer Petroske
Shelia Petrovich
Beryl Peyton
Jasmine Phoenix
Frank and Orma Pitoscia
Alexis Pogorelskin
Sandy and Geoff Popham
Barbara Possin
Rod and Carla Powers
Robert and Linda Powless
James and Libby Prest
James and Kathy Proctor
Sarah Proudfit*
Penny Prudhomme
Betty Ramsland
Deborah Rasmussen
Tom and Kris Rauschenfels
Brian and Suzanne Rauvola
Lance G. Reasor
Susan Rees
Colin and Julie Reichhoff
Thomas and Bridget Reistad
Barbara Renick
Hugh P. Renier and Kristine Fossum
Kent and Jody Richards
Steve Robertson*
Maurice A. & June C. Robinson  
     Family Foundation
Rita Rosenberger
Carol and David Rosendahl
Matt and Holly Rosendahl
Michael and Betsy Rosenzweig
Nathaniel and Melody H Rowe
Mark and Nancy Rubin
Naomi Ruff
Thomas E. Russ
Christine Russom
Marcella H. Sarberg
Brian and Bonnie Savo
Nichole and Jeff Schaefer
Michael Scharenbroich and Kate     
     Thompson-Scharenbroich*
Trista Schinigoi
Ellie Schoenfeld
Michael Schrage and Jennifer Smith
Jan and Fred Schroeder
Krista Twu and John Schwetman
Security Jewelers
John and Nancy Sedgwick
Tom and Julie Seidelmann
Bob and Marree Seitz
Marcia K. Semerau
Mary Semerau
Jack and Joan Setterlund
Patra Sevastiades
David and Joanne Sher
Thomas and Janice Shuey
Mark and Sandra Signorelli
F. Dale and M. Jan Simmons
Claire Kirch and Joel M. Sipress
Janet R. Sklaris
Andrew Slade and Sally Rauschenfels
Lane F. Smith
Rick and Dianna Smith
Nancy Smith and Russell Rothe
Peter and Sally Sneve
Autumn Soli

Sons of the American Legion,  
     West Duluth Squadron
Robert and Mary Ellen Sowl
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Spears
Jeffrey and Kari Speer
David and Brenda Sproat
Steve and Kim Squillace
St. Scholastica Monastery
Genevieve A. Stark
John E. Stark
Jennifer and Michael Stattelman
David and Sharon Stauty
Lori Steinbach
Neil Storch
Lorie Stormo
Rebecca B. Strand
Andrew Streitz and Diane Desotelle
Jeffrey Stremcha
Deborah L. Strohm*
Lee Stuart
Conrad Sunde*
Carolyn Sundquist
Claryce Swensen
John B. Swenson
Richard and Cecile Swenson
Linnea and Jon Swenson Tellekson
Lawrence and Frances Syck
Carol J. Taran
Terry M. Teich
David and Paula Termuhlen
The Tesseracts
Tom and Carol Threinen
Heidi O. Timm-Bijold*
Kevin and Ann Treacy
Amy Trethewey
Judith Trolander
Twin Ports Genealogical Society
Dana and Scott Varland
Kelly and Mark Vavra
Linda and Daniel Veillet
Lowell and Beverly Venberg
Jon Vice
Dr. and Mrs. Subhash C. Vidyarthi
Linda Vukson
Bob and Sharon Wahman
Jarrow and Elizabeth Wahman*
Kathy M. Walkowiak
Christopher Wark
Suzanne Wasilczuk and Tim Stratton
Elizabeth and Rolf Weberg
Carol and Mark Weitz
Stephen P. Welsh
Harry and Claudia Welty
West Duluth American Legion  
     Auxiliary Unit 71
West Duluth American Legion  
     Post No. 71
William and Kathleen Westholm
Jim and Ann Wheeler
Amy White and Nick Johnson
Whole Foods Co-op
Ann C. Wilcox and Robert DuFault
Peter and Wendy Williamson
Susan M. Wilmes
Cindy and Harry Wirz
Geof and Gudrun Witrak
Faye Witt and Larry Markley
Ruth Wittmers
Ben and Barry Kay Wolfe

James, Maria, and Zach Wood
Janet J. Worthing
David and Kristin Yapel
Jim and Christine Youngman
JoAnn Zarins
Mary Wagner Zbaracki
Margot Zelenz
Michael Zlonis
Renee Zurn*

*Sustaining Donor

IN-KIND GIFTS
Alakef Coffee Roasters
Currier Bliss
Duluth Art Institute 
Duluth Children's Museum 
Duluth Depot
Duluth Grill
Duluth Huskies
George's Liquor
Glensheen Historic Estate 
Grandma's Marathon Duluth
Great Harvest Bread Company
Hollis Norman and Tony Dierckins
How Sweet It Is Cakes
Lake Aire Bottle Shoppe
Lake Avenue Restaurant & Bar
Lake Superior Bakehouse
Loll Designs
London Road Rental Center &  
     Party Express
Marshall Hardware
Michaels
Mike & Jen's Hot Cocoa
New London Cafe
Northern Acrylics
Northern Waters Smokehaus
Pro Print
Shanty Bottle Shop 2.0
27 Liquor
University Liquor

We gratefully acknowledge those who gave gifts in support of the library in 2018.
We gratefully acknowledge those who gave gifts in 2018.
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Memorial Gifts

Curtis F. Ahrens, M.D.  
     by Patricia Le Doux Ahrens
Al Amatuzio  
     by Lance Reasor
Rose Angelo   
     by Janice Culliton
Annette Boman   
     by Nathaniel and Melody Rowe
Syla Olson Borg   
     by Kathryn Borg
Phyllis Byers   
     by Rebecca Strand
Lucille Cashman   
     by Carol and David Rosendahl
June Casperson   
     by Carl Casperson
Tyler D'Allaird   
     by Dan and Kristina D'Allaird
Donald W. Davidson   
     by Ruthanna Davidson
Carol Emberg   
     by Nancy and Jack Eilefson
Rosemary Frye   
     by Deborah Anderson
Rosemary Frye   
     by Frances Maki
Wiley S. Fulkerson   
     by Patra Sevastiades  
     and Dean Casperson
Marian Furtman   
     by Mary Jo Furtman
Steve Guttormsson   
     by Guttormsson Family Foundation
Patricia Gayou Hall   
     by Warren Hall
Nicholas Halpern   
     by Theodore Halpern
David Jennings Harrison   
     by Judy Harrison
Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Hedeen   
     by Gene and Janet Olcott
Emerine Helstrom   
     by Duane and Donna Peterson
Phyllis Hendrickson   
     by Kevin Hendrickson
Robert Hendrickson   
     by Trista Schinigoi
Norman Hill   
     by Mary House
Jarred Hinzmann   
     by Fritz and Nancy Hinzmann
John Hoffbauer   
     by Norma Hoffbauer
Jana Holmgren   
     by Sandra Akers
Jana Holmgren   
     by Nancy and Jim Holmgren
Jana Holmgren   
     by Liisa and Chris Kolquist
Jana Holmgren   
     by Gaylord and Lynn Korhonen
Jana Holmgren   
     by James and Kathy Proctor
Jana Nicole Holmgren   
     by Lance Reasor

Virginia Hyvarinen   
     by Donald and Deborah Johnson
Barbara Kehtel   
     by William Kehtel
Beverly B. Kraus   
     by Jack Kraus
Leslie Kreager-Hamilton   
     by Muriel Kreager
Butch Kuronen   
     by  Board and staff of the  
     Duluth Library Foundation
Butch Kuronen   
     by Amy Kuronen
James "Butch" Kuronen   
     by Mark and Sandra Signorelli
Ramona and Craig Lanthier   
     by Nancy and Jerry Carroll
Harry Lease   
     by Jeanne Erickson
Eugene Ley   
     by Esther Linden
Lyda Lezzi   
     by Dan and Kristina D'Allaird
Hazel Lindstrom   
     by Jennifer Jackson
Mary Long   
     by David and Joanne Sher
Chris Manderfeld   
     by John and Pat Carow
Imogene Mansfield   
     by The Tesseracts
Robert Mars   
     by Ann L. Mars
Dorothy McManus   
     by Susan Rees
Jean Merry   
     by Merlyn and Mary Bowker
Jean Merry   
     by Allen Merry
Jean Merry   
     by Ben and Barry Wolfe
Howard J. Meyer   
     by Susan Meyer
Mary Bohan Miners   
     by Mary Jane Peterson
My father, Newton C. Brooks   
     by Milissa Brooks-Ojibway
My mother   
     by Mary and Thomas Donahue
George and Kay Noble   
     by Kathryn Noble
Maryanne Norton   
     by Martha Bjornson
Maryanne Norton   
     by Julene Boe and Dale Lucas
Maryanne Norton   
     by Phil and Diane Carlson
Maryanne Norton   
     by Nancy and Jerry Carroll
Maryanne Norton   
     by Marjorie Cox and Steve  
     Blomster
Maryanne Norton   
     by Wayne and Kimberly Elmer 

Maryanne Norton   
     by Jim and Vivian Gangl
Maryanne Norton   
     by Thomas and Eileen Gannon
Maryanne Norton   
     by Bobbi and Bob Hoyt
Maryanne Norton   
     by Donald and Deborah Johnson
Maryanne Norton   
     by Damon and Julie Kapke
Maryanne Norton   
     by John and Beth Kelly
Maryanne Norton   
     by James and Julie Levang
Maryanne Norton   
     by Carol Lilyquist
Maryanne Norton   
     by Maureen Maloney
Maryanne Norton   
     by Constance May
Maryanne Norton   
     by Gwen Salisbury Myers and  
     Mason Myers
Maryanne Norton   
     by Christian and Barbara Nielsen
Maryanne Norton   
     by David Ouse
Maryanne Norton   
     by Denise Perry
Maryanne Norton   
     by Barbara Renick
Maryanne Norton   
     by Marcia K. Semerau
Maryanne Norton   
     by David and Joanne Sher
Maryanne Norton   
     by Carolyn Sundquist
Maryanne Norton   
     by Elizabeth and Rolf Weberg
Maryanne Norton   
     by Renee Zurn
My dear friend Maryanne Norton   
     by Carol Hubler
Stephana L. Novak   
     by Linda Vukson
Virginia Nyquist   
     by Dale and Patti Kusnierek
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Olcott   
     by Gene and Janet Olcott
John and Rosella Ouse   
     by David Ouse
M. J. Owens   
     by Kay Kurt Jankofsky
Andrea Peterson   
     by Ben and Barry Wolfe
Margaret G. Pogorelskin   
     by Alexis Pogorelskin
John and Mary Pooley   
     by Bob and Marree Seitz
Dorothy Powell   
     by David and Cindy Blomberg
Paula Rahders   
     by Mags David
Marcella Ramey   
     by Richard and Dawn Hill

John Mark Rubin   
     by Mark and Nancy Rubin
Bruce Rutherford   
     by Susan Martimo
Bruce Rutherford   
     by Lawrence and Frances Syck
Anita Saline   
     by Tom and Carol Threinen
Joseph L. Saver   
     by Valerie Goff
ArnoI. Savo   
     by Brian and Bonnie Savo
Phil Semerau   
     by Jeffrey and Susan Frey
Phil Semerau   
     by Glenn and Arlene Olson
Nancy Shamblott   
     by Michael and Christine Koralia
Chris Solon   
     by Patra Sevastiades  
     and Dean Casperson
Michael M. Sowl   
     by Robert and Mary Ellen Sowl
Peter Joseph Stattelman   
     by Jennifer and Michael  
     Stattelman
Rita Storch   
     by Neil Storch
Maureen Quinn Strange   
     by Heidi Jensen and Jason Befort
Jean Hilding Stuart   
     by Richard and Cecile Swenson
Phyllis Sulkowski   
     by  Lake Superior Miniature Club
Jennie Gurule Tafoya   
     by Patra Sevastiades  
     and Dean Casperson
Dorothy Schaefer Teare   
     by Albert M. and Virginia T. Katz
Robert Wark   
     by Christopher Wark
Alexander J. Wood   
     by James, Maria, and Zach  
     Wood
Wanda Zyzda, a great woman   
     by Michael Maloney  
     and Chris Zyzda



A monthly gift for all those who find 
wonder in books!  
     by Michael Scharenbroich and  
     Kate Thompson-Scharenbroich
Agnes and Ernie  
     by Rita Rosenberger
Roseann Agriesti   
     by Elizabeth Pearson
All librarians   
     by Patricia Aufderheide
Michael Altman   
     by Ellen Altman
The Churchill Family   
     by Donna Churchill
Ella and Isabel Gardner   
     by Margaret Gardner
Ian and Benjamin Gardner   
     by Margaret Gardner
Robert Gurule   
     by Patra Sevastiades
Anna Hodgens   
     by Jennifer Jackson
Charles House   
     by James and Kathy Doyle
Catherine Kohlmeier   
     by Robert Kohlmeier
Lia, my beautiful orange   
     by Patra Sevastiades
Theresia Ludwig  
      by Kyle and Jennifer Deming
Maureen Maloney, a great woman   
     by Michael Maloney and  
     Chris Zyzda
My grandchildren, Ella, Isabel, Ian, 
and Benjamin Gardner   
     by Margaret Gardner
My grandsons, Justin and Jacob   
     by Pete Handberg
Theresa O'Gara   
     by Josie O'Gara and  
     Steve Huddleston
Our grandchildren, Brynn, Trigg,  
and William   
     by Buzz and Saundra Palmer
Our grandchildren, Zulema, Kaenan, 
and Maea   
     by Rick and Dianna Smith
Blair Powless   
     by Robert and Linda Powless
Betty Ramsland   
     by Sylvia Jamar
Sabbath Keepers Book Club   
     by Richard and Laura J. Hanson
The staff at Mt. Royal branch, who go 
out of their way to locate back issues 
of Handyman Magazine for our 
11-year-old handy kid!   
     by Kristina Bourne and  
     Tim Valentine
Ted & Cyndi Venberg   
     by Lowell and Beverly Venberg

Gifts in Honor
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Olga Walker loved the Duluth Public Library. 

When Mrs. Walker died in 1964, her will designated the library 

as her sole beneficiary, and it directed that her $50,000 

bequest be placed in trust for 21 years. After that time, the 

Library Board could determine how to use the gift. In 1990, 

they used it as the seed money for an endowment to benefit 

the library in perpetuity and created the Duluth Library 

Foundation to manage it.

Mrs. Walker’s gift has been increased by donations from  

like-minded donors who value the library as a public treasure. 

The endowment helps provide a measure of stability for the 

library and enhances what it is able to offer. 

In 2018, the Foundation hosted its 3rd Annual Olga Walker 

Memorial Awards, honoring three couples who have 

generously supported the library through the Duluth Library 

Foundation: John and Elaine Killen, Robert and Ann Mars, 

and Walter and Alyce Rauschenfels. 

We are grateful for their gracious philanthropy in support of 

the Duluth Public Library.

John and Elaine 
Killen

Robert and Ann 
Mars

Walter and Alyce 
Rauschenfels



ANDREW CARNEGIE ($10,000+)
Royal and Karen Alworth
Anonymous Friend Designated Fund  
   of the Duluth Superior Area  
   Community Foundation
Arrowhead Library System
Arthur and Mary Aufderheide
Doris I. Becker 
Casperson Book Club  
Dean Casperson
Katharine B. Coventry
Muriel Cowan
Beverly and Louise Ellstrom
Thomas and Katherine Gibson
Charles Edward House
Lloyd K. Johnson Foundation
John and Beth Kelly
John and Elaine Killen
Bernice Lindquist
Elisabeth C. Mason
E. C. Mason Fund of the Duluth Superior  
  Area Community Foundation
Mark and Nancy Melhus
Margaret Orlich
Shelia Petrovich
Tom and Kris Rauschenfels
Walter and Alyce Rauschenfels
Nathaniel and Melody Rowe
Jan and Fred Schroeder
Janet R. Sklaris
Olga Walker

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE ($5,000+)  
Michael and Ellen Altman
Duluth News Tribune
Vera M. Dunbar
Family and Friends of Robert Eaton
Robert and Ruth Ann Eaton
Leona Gifford
Valerie M. Goff
Manley and Lillian Goldfine
Richard and Karen Gran
Gilbert Harries
Judy Harrison
Alan and Susan Hartley
Heimbach-Lachmund Family
John Killen
Dr. William Krossner and  
  Dr. Rhonda Krossner
Esther B. Linden
Robert and Ann L. Mars
Ellen Marsden
maurices  
Members Cooperative Credit Union
Miller Hill Mall
Daniel H. and Catherine L. Mundt  
  Charitable Fund of the Duluth Superior  
  Area Community Foundation
National Bank of Commerce
Northland Foundation
Radisson Hotel Duluth - Harborview
Robin's Fund
Maurice A. & June C. Robinson  
  Family Foundation
Mary Schlosser and Stewart Hazel
St. Scholastica Monastery
Vera Swanson
Lawrence and Frances Syck
Stephen P. Welsh
Richard and Mavis Whiteman

JANE AUSTEN ($2,500+)  
John and Virginia Alexander
Anonymous
Robert and Pamela Ardis
Arrowhead Service Printing
Bent Paddle Brewing Company
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Minnesota    
   Duluth Retail Center
Ben and Mary Boo
Duluth Depot
Essentia Health
Vivian Georgesen
Louis E. Gerard
Glensheen Historic Estate
Stan and Susan Goltz
Vinod Gupta
Warren K. Hall
Betty Halverson
Hanft Fride, P.A.
Alfred and Ann Hartley
Barry and Kang James
Jim Jarocki and Kristin Blakeslee
Albert M. and Virginia T. Katz
Stephen and Rose Kenigsberg
Jonathan M. Kuchera
Lake Avenue Restaurant & Bar
Lark O' the Lake
Carol Lilyquist
Michael Maloney and Chris Zyzda
Cheryl and Joe Meese
Susan B. Meyer
Michaels
Minnesota Power Foundation
Donald V. and Nancy J. Moline
Mary Murphy
Kathryn M. Noble
Theresa O'Gara
David Ouse
Pachel Foundation
Joyce Pegors
Port of Duluth Kiwanis Club
Tom and Wendy Rectenwald
Marcia K. Semerau 
Family and Friends of Phil Semerau
Tim and Judy Sheriff
Thomas and Janice Shuey
Marie Torreano
David Updegraff
Mary C. Van Evera
Jarrow and Elizabeth Wahman
Wells Fargo Foundation
Whole Foods Co-op
Janet J. Worthing
  
MARK TWAIN ($1,000+)  
Steve Adams
Advantage Emblem
Dean and Debra Ager
Alpha Delta Kappa Iota Chapter
Altrusa International Club of Duluth
Deborah M. Anderson
Evelyn Anderson
Anonymous
Allan Apter and Brenda Ion
Bill and Jan Arezzo
Arrowhead Health Sciences Library  
  Network
Arrowhead Reading Council
Patricia Aufderheide
Ruth M. Bakke

Robert B. Ballou
Benedictine Health System
Betty J. Bergman
Gary and Patricia Berntsen
David and Cindy Blomberg
Kristina Bourne and Tim Valentine
Linda J. Breimon
Paul and Jane Brissett
John and Stephanie Brostrom
Bruce and Betty Buchanan
Laura S. Budd
Family and Friends of Phyllis Byers
Dorothy Camper
Carl Casperson
Mary P. Caven
Cloquet Shaw Memorial Public  
  Library Foundation
Michael and Dawn Conlan
Dan and Kristina D'Allaird
Marlene David
Bruce and Judy Derauf
Tony Dierckins and Hollis Norman
Margaret A. Donovan
Mary Dragich and John Pastor
Lester and Rose Drewes
Duluth Legacy Endowment Fund of  
  the Duluth Superior Area  
  Community Foundation
Duluth Tree Service
Nancy Eaton
Mark and Lisa Fitzpatrick
Ruth Frederick
Lori Fulkerson and Jason Kehn
Joseph and Charlene Gallian
Margaret A. Gardner
Rev. William C. Graham
Edith N. Greene
Michael P. Grossman and Holly Church
Pete Handberg
Laura Hedlund and Paul Johnson
Richard Heimbach
Duke and Clarice Hietala
Dona Wirtanen Holloway
Mary E. House
Oliver and Mary Ann Lucas Houx
How Sweet It Is Cakes
Warren Howe and Janet Karon
Bobbi and Bob Hoyt
Leslie A. Hughes
Irving Community Club Association
Jennifer Jackson
JNBA Financial Advisors
Donald and Deborah Johnson
JeRay and Susan Johnson
Byron Johnson and Jocelyn Pihlaja
William Kehtel
Bob and Carol Kelley
Robert and Priscilla Knighton
Cora and Jeff Knutson
Elizabeth Krause
Butch and Amy Kuronen
Labovitz Enterprises
Lakeside Chapter No. 225, Order of  
  the Eastern Star
Dennis Lamkin and Jon Niemi
Cristine M. Levenduski
Matt and Addie Licari
Loll Designs
Pakou Ly
Michael and Marta Maddy
Darrell and Inge Martin

Midi Restaurant & Wine Bar
Clinton Moen
Victor and Beverly Morcos
Northern Lights Books and Gifts
Judith E. O'Day
Karen M. Olesen and John Judd III
Teresa M. O'Toole
Suzanne M. Palm
Elizabeth Pearson
Frank and Orma Pitoscia
Rod and Carla Powers
Daniel J. Proctor
James and Kathy Proctor
Mary H. Pulford
Betty Ramsland
Michael and Betsy Rosenzweig
Rotary Club of Duluth
Nichole and Jeff Schaefer
Security Jewelers
Tom and Julie Seidelmann
Patra Sevastiades
Lois M. Shabatura
Dorothy Slonim
Peter and Sally Sneve
Jeffrey and Kari Speer
David and Brenda Sproat
Jennifer and Michael Stattelman
Neil Storch
Deborah L. Strohm
Richard and Cecile Swenson
Marc and Paula Tsufis
Don and Nancy Tubesing
Dr. and Mrs. Subhash C. Vidyarthi
Suzanne Wasilczuk and Tim Stratton
WDIO-TV and Hubbard Broadcasting
Jane Wester and Don Treakle
Geof and Gudrun Witrak
Louise Wold
James, Maria, and Zach Wood
David and Kristin Yapel
Michael Zlonis
Renee Zurn
  
EMILY DICKINSON ($500+)  
Alerus
Dean and Terri Alexander
James and Beverly Anderson
Richard P. Axler and Cindy Hagley
Bank of America Charitable  
  Foundation
Tab Baumgartner and Susie  
   Schumacher
Jason Befort and Heidi Jensen
Barbara Benson
Daniel and Marjorie Bergeland
Kirk and Marianne Bernadino
Gladys J. Binette
Ann Biron
Bon-Ton Stores Foundation
Merlyn and Mary Bowker
Jennifer and Patrick Boyle
Sandra Boynton
John and Beryl Bredeson
Milissa Brooks-Ojibway
Bryan Brown and Sara Lorbiecki-Brown
Eve A. Browning
Thomas and Jean Brozic
Caroline Bye
Melinda Carlson
Phil and Diane Carlson

We recognize those who have given cumulative gifts of $500 or more in support of the library.
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Every September, our annual fundraising

event is held in the downtown library,

transformed by candlelight, black tablecloths,

and a string quartet. The evening features

delicious appetizers, a delectable assortment

of wine and beer, and best of all, a chance to

learn something new from eight tremendous

speakers in the company of 

interesting people.

Learning & Libations at the Library

Other topics ranged from Duluth area

history to home design, wine tasting, a

cooking demonstration, Norwegian

trolls, and farming. 

We are grateful to those joined us for

a unique, glittering literary evening in

support of the library. We hope you

will join us in 2019!

In 2018,                             best-

selling author William Kent

Krueger (right), spoke on the

transformative power of stories.

Tickets for the 8th annual

Learning & Libations 

at the Library

go on sale August 1!

duluthlibraryfoundation.org

New York Times

John and Pat Carow
June Carter
Shelley Ceryance
Nancy and David Choquette
Chromaline Corporation
Janice Cleary
Tambrey and Pat Collins
Meredith Cornett
Clyde and Marion Craven
Family and Friends of Donna Creps
Janice Culliton
Currier Bliss
Ruthanna M. Davidson
Janet B. Davis
DeMaioribus Family
Kyle and Jennifer Deming
Lynn Devlin
Stuart A. Dickerson
Julie A. Dickson-Lee
discoverpc.NET
Stephen and Margaret Downing
Janet Draper
Duluth Grill
Duluth Huskies
Duluth Public Library Youth Services  
  Staff
Blanche B. Ebert
Ecumen Lakeshore
Hallie V. Edwardson
Nancy and Jack Eilefson
Diana Engstrom
Jeanne M. Erickson
Joe and Mickey Ferguson
Fitger's Brands, LLC (Coffee Co.)
Laura Fournier
Alfred France
Jeffrey and Susan Frey
Jerry and Carol Fryberger
Robert and Marcia Fulton
Jim and Vivian Gangl
Jim Gearns
Charles E. Gessert
Dorothy Gordon
Mark and Jane Gottwald
Grandma's Marathon Duluth
Steven and Cynthia Grindy
William Grohs

Mark J. Guisfredi
Michael Hagge
Sherry and Ed Hall
Theodore Halpern
Richard and Laura J. Hanson
Robert and Roxanne Haupert
Margaret Hayes
Joan L. Hedrick
Clay Helberg
Kevin J. Hendrickson
Bruce and Susan Henke
Richard and Dawn Hill
Susan J. Hill
Todd and Janelle Hnatko
Norma Hoffbauer
Glen E. Holt
Charles and Susan Hyndman
Interstate Parking Company of  
  Minnesota
Helena Jackson and Doug Dunham
Howard and Elizabeth Jacobson
Jamar Company
Kay Kurt Jankofsky
Dennis and Renee Johnson
Kelly Johnson and Weston Wehr
John E. Judd
Gretchen Karstens
Jody and Bonnie Keppers
Paul and Becky Kilgore
George and Jane Killough
Jean Kirby
Kaye Klement
Frances A. Knobloch
Kohl's Cares for Kids
Jack Kraus
Kraus-Anderson Construction  
  Company
Ann M. Kreager
Muriel A. Kreager
Krenzen Indoor Auto Mall
Katie Kuettel
Lake Superior Bakehouse
Lake Superior Medical Society Alliance
Lakeside Expresstop
Peter Langr
Charlyne Lemons
J. Gordon Likely

Lori G. Lindgren
David and Nancy Lundein
Mark and Lynn MacLean
Frances Maki
Dan and Susan Mareck
Marie Margitan
Doris J. Mattson
Meadowlark Floral Art Studio
Microsoft
Denis and Margaret Miners
Pamela Mittlefehldt
David Moeller and Bryce Nixon
Diane Nelson
Kristofer Nelson
Nancy Nelson
Alan D. Netland
Northland Constructors of Duluth
Nancy Odden and  
     Douglas Britton
Clyde and Jean Olson
Glenn and Arlene Olson
Buzz and Saundra Palmer
Payroll Processing Plus
William G. Percy
Sarah and Megan Perry-Spears
Mary Jane Peterson
Roger and Debra Peterson
The Peterson Family
Richard Petersson
James and Margo Philbin
Alexis Pogorelskin
Anita Pollock
Sanford and Barbara Porter
Positive Energy Outdoors
Barbara Possin
Rajesh M. Prabhu
Pro Print
Jim and Helen Prosser
Sarah Proudfit
Hugh P. Renier and Kristine Fossum
Richard and Elisabeth Revoir
Daniel and Jaci Roth
Julie C. Moller Sanford
Joseph and Mary V. Sauve
Joseph L. Saver
Brian and Bonnie Savo
Videl and Cassandra Schamber

Michael Scharenbroich and Kate  
  Thompson-Scharenbroich
Robert Schnuckle and Shirley Garland
Michael Schrage and Jennifer Smith
Kate Scott
John and Nancy Sedgwick
Bob and Marree Seitz
Erin Sheets
Mark and Sandra Signorelli
F. Dale and M. Jan Simmons
Daniel and Rosemary Skorich
Carsten Slostad
Rick and Dianna Smith
Nyasha Spears and Brian Capps
Steve and Kim Squillace
St. Luke's Hospital
David and Sharon Stauty
John and Diane Strongitharm
Super One Liquor
Claryce Swensen
Rodney Tatalovich
The Tesseracts
Bryan and Rosella Toney
Kevin and Ann Treacy
Kelly and Mark Vavra
Patricia Wahl
Maryann Weidt
Bill and Wendy Wennberg
West Duluth American Legion Post  
  No. 71
Ann C. Wilcox and Robert DuFault
Susan M. Wilmes
Galen and Margaret Wilson
Ruth Wittmers
Shirley Dyer Wuchter
Tim and Anita Zager

LEGACY CIRCLE  
Mike Altman
Dean Casperson
Dan and Kristina D'Allaird
John and Beth Kelly
Amy Hunt Kuronen
Thomas and Kristine Rauschenfels
Patra Sevastiades
Theresa M. Teich
Stephen P. Welsh
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students from ISD 709 were

issued

granting them free access

to library books, online

9,569

virtual Port Cards,

resources, homework 

help, and more--

and no late fees

for checked out

materials!

deliveries were made

                                   The books,

materials, and visitors can be a

lifeline for those who are unable

to get out and about.

529
to home-

bound library users.

4,394
hours were donated by                            who

orchestrated book sales, assisted with library

programs, provided materials for people who

are home-bound, and delivered books

requested by local inmates.

132 volunteers,

65
                  of programs or gently used books

were made to  children and their familiesat

the American Indian Community Housing

Organization, Steve O'Neil Apartments,

Early Childhood Family Education, 

preschools, and home-based 

daycares.

to children and their families

 

books, ebooks, DVDs, CDs, language

mp3 players, magazines, toys, music,

movies, and Book-Club-in-a-Bag sets.

847,237
items were checked out or downloaded:

people attended 803

                   From Squad

Car Storytime to science,

technology, engineering,

and math (STEM) activities

to presentations on local

history to the Vegan

Cookbook Club, the library

offered events for all ages

and interests.

programs.

free

27,716

research questions were answered

                                         in person,

over the phone, by email, and by

mail.

59,579

by reference librarians   

491
households received free

assistance

                  with the help of

MNSure Navigators

working in the library.

securing health 

insurance

81,685
is the number of times the

library's 

                   for research, to look

for jobs or housing, to access

email, to play games, and

much more.

public computers

were used
                                 in person and online:

to read, check out materials, attend

programs, play, print information, use

computers, socialize, warm up, cool

down, do puzzles, ask questions, request

materials, download, and access

databases.

927,330
visits to the library,

Your library in 2018

households had their

                             

at the library, one of

three Volunteer Income

Tax Assistance sites in

partnership with UMD.

375

taxes prepared for free

markets, and Rainbow, Morgan

1,921
people were served through

Adult Services outreach at

Lincoln Park community center,

Hillside and Lincoln Park farmers

Park, and Evergreen senior

centers.

Adult Services outreach

deliveries
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How Do You Love the Library?

Let us count the ways . . .

Thank you. Your contributions—sustaining gifts or one-time gifts, grants, designated funds, gifts of stock,

bequests, and other planned gifts—help ensure the long-term vitality of the Duluth Public Library. 

"I wanted to give a gift so that

Library Manager Carla Powers

and her staff would have the

freedom to create new and

innovative library services, now

and in perpetuity," said Janet.

This is the first designated fund

—a fund with a specific

purpose—that the Foundation

has ever received. It has been

added to the endowment,

which supports the work of the

library.

                                         is a                               of the

Duluth Library Foundation. She expressed what she

values most about the library. "I support the library

because of books. I applaud everything else they

do, but books, provided free to all, is why I give."

Milissa Brooks-Ojibway sustaining donor

Milissa's generous monthly contributions and the

steady donations of all of our sustaining donors

create stable funding in support of a vibrant library

with resources—including books—that are available

to all.

Stephen and all members of the Legacy Circle are

leaving lasting support for the library. Their estate

gifts, large and small, will change many lives.

                           chose to include a gift for the Duluth

Library Foundation in his will to help ensure that our

library will continue to thrive for generations to

come. "My bequest will support the library as a vital

area resource. I am pleased to help to perpetuate

its many services through my membership in the 

                         ."Legacy Circle

Stephen Welsh

Frank J. Sklaris (right) was an

entrepreneur who moved to

Duluth; it was here that he

made his mark. He loved

books. He was a visionary in the

field of advertising. The

                                 was

established by                       in

memory of her husband.

Frank J.

Janet Sklaris

Sklaris Vision Fund

students from ISD 709 were

issued

granting them free access

to library books, online

9,569

virtual Port Cards,

resources, homework 

help, and more--

and no late fees

for checked out

materials!

deliveries were made

                                   The books,

materials, and visitors can be a

lifeline for those who are unable

to get out and about.

529
to home-

bound library users.

4,394
hours were donated by                            who

orchestrated book sales, assisted with library

programs, provided materials for people who

are home-bound, and delivered books

requested by local inmates.

132 volunteers,

65
                  of programs or gently used books

were made to  children and their familiesat

the American Indian Community Housing

Organization, Steve O'Neil Apartments,

Early Childhood Family Education, 

preschools, and home-based 

daycares.

to children and their families

 

books, ebooks, DVDs, CDs, language

mp3 players, magazines, toys, music,

movies, and Book-Club-in-a-Bag sets.

847,237
items were checked out or downloaded:

people attended 803

                   From Squad

Car Storytime to science,

technology, engineering,

and math (STEM) activities

to presentations on local

history to the Vegan

Cookbook Club, the library

offered events for all ages

and interests.

programs.

free

27,716

research questions were answered

                                         in person,

over the phone, by email, and by

mail.

59,579

by reference librarians   

491
households received free

assistance

                  with the help of

MNSure Navigators

working in the library.

securing health 

insurance

81,685
is the number of times the

library's 

                   for research, to look

for jobs or housing, to access

email, to play games, and

much more.

public computers

were used
                                 in person and online:

to read, check out materials, attend

programs, play, print information, use

computers, socialize, warm up, cool

down, do puzzles, ask questions, request

materials, download, and access

databases.

927,330
visits to the library,

Your library in 2018

households had their

                             

at the library, one of

three Volunteer Income

Tax Assistance sites in

partnership with UMD.

375

taxes prepared for free

markets, and Rainbow, Morgan

1,921
people were served through

Adult Services outreach at

Lincoln Park community center,

Hillside and Lincoln Park farmers

Park, and Evergreen senior

centers.

Adult Services outreach

deliveries
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On April 30, 2018, author Brian Freeman stood at a wooden 
podium at Glensheen mansion. To his left and right, a man 
and a woman--victims? villains?--were perched on stools. 
A crowd of 100 people sat facing the trio. In his hand, the 
author held a copy of his about-to-be released new book, 
Alter Ego.

The audience waited in suspense.

Seven months earlier, the author had been a featured 
speaker at a different Duluth landmark, the library, where 
he was part of the fundraising event “Learning & Libations 
at the Library.” That evening, he allowed the Foundation to 
auction off the name of a character in his next book.

The auctioneer had stepped forward with Brian at his side. 
The bidding was fast and furious. Soon, only two bidders 
were left, Lori Fulkerson and Dean Casperson. They fought 
it out, raising the stakes, until the moment that Lori made a 
bid and Dean let it go.

The character was hers. 

Then Dean approached Brian. If he donated his highest bid 
to the Foundation, would the author include his name as 
the male character in the book? The author agreed.

Now two characters in the book Alter Ego, set in Duluth, 
would be named after two real Duluthians. 

Seven months later, at Glensheen, Brian recounted this story 
to the audience. Then he paused.

After months of waiting, the moment of truth had arrived. 
Had Brian made Lori and Dean victims, or villains? Good, or 
evil? Major characters, or bit parts?

Brian opened the book and began to read. The expectant 
crowd hung on every word. The characters Lori Fulkerson 
and Dean Casperson came to life, and people gasped in 
astonishment, then looked at Lori and Dean. They now knew 
who they were.

Brian closed the book and took questions from the 
audience. Then he, Lori, and Dean were seated at a long 
table nearby, pens in hand. Each guest received a copy of 
Alter Ego and stood in line to have their book inscribed by 
author Brian Freeman—and by the real Lori Fulkerson and 
Dean Casperson.

President’s Message 2019
As midyear approaches, I can confidently report that 
the Duluth Library Foundation remains vitally engaged 
in the life of the Duluth Public Library. Thanks to your 
generous investment in the library, our annual fundraising 
is on budget, and we expect to sustain the increased 
contributions to the library initiated last year. In 2017 
the Foundation contributed $42,000 to support book 
acquisition, programming, and services, and with your 
help we were able to increase that to $50,000 in 2018. 
Expressing our support of childhood literacy, $18,000 of 
last year’s gifts were focused on children.

Changes are underway at the Main Library. Superior 
Street construction last summer led to a decline in 
downtown use, but it picked up at the two branches. 
Traffic downtown promptly increased on completion of 
the street. Internally, the computers from the cramped 
computer lab were moved upstairs to a sunlit, spacious 
area in the west corner of the building. There, your 
contributions helped the library purchase a portion of 
the new tables and chairs for the rechristened Computer 
Center. The vacated computer lab space will undergo 
renovation this fall for much needed restrooms.

The Foundation's mission continues to be support of 
the library through sponsorship of programming and 
acquisition of books, materials, and furniture and to grow 
our endowment to ensure long-term engagement. Our 
current vision is to increase our advocacy for investment 
in early childhood literacy. This was the first goal of 
the five-year Strategic Plan 2016-2020 developed by 
the library four years ago. There was broad support as 
the plan was being developed, and there have been 
successful early literacy initiatives in Duluth in the past, 
which unfortunately were unsustained due to lack of 
funding. 

Nationwide, studies over the past 25 years or so have 
documented the benefits of early literacy both to 
individuals and to the community as a whole. Children 
who are well prepared to start school with  
pre-literacy training earn better grades through their 
school careers and have a greater probability of 
graduating from high school and finding work. They are 
less likely to engage in criminal activity and more likely 
to remain in the workforce and support the community 
as taxpayers. The most optimistic study I’ve reviewed 
documents a 17 percent long-term return on the initial 
investment in early literacy programs. In its responsibility to 
advocate for the library, the Foundation intends this year 
and next to focus on achieving the Strategic Plan's goal 
of enhancing childhood literacy in our city.

I thank all our valued contributors for assistance in this 
important work and hope that our ongoing efforts 
warrant your continued support.

Sincerely,

 
 
President, Duluth Library Foundation Board



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2019-2020

STAFF
Patra Sevastiades  Holly Rosendahl
Executive Director Executive Assistant

Telephone: (218) 730-4262
Email: duluthlibraryfoundation@gmail.com
or hollyduluthlibraryfoundation@gmail.com
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FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2018

David Sproat, M.D., President
Retired Physician, Duluth Internal 

Medicine Associates

Bill Arezzo, Treasurer
SVP - Commercial Banker 

National Bank of Commerce

Amy Kuronen, Vice President
Wealth Management Fiduciary Advisor 

Specialist, Wells Fargo Private Bank

OFFICERS

DIRECTORS

Michael Altman
Retired Partner
Wipfli, LLP

Dena Boheim
Director, Marketing
Benedictine Health System

 
Dan D’Allaird
Clinical Psychologist
Duluth Psychological Clinic

Susan Goltz, M.D. 
St. Luke's Obstetrics & 
Gynecology Associates

Sherry Hall
Retired Executive Director
PAL, Inc.

John Kelly
Attorney
Hanft Fride, P.A.

David Moeller
Senior Attorney
Minnesota Power/ALLETE

Theresa O’Gara
Retired Speech Pathologist
Independent School District 709

Carla Powers
Library Manager
Duluth Public Library 

Matt Rosendahl
Library Director
Kathryn A. Martin 
Library, UMD

Gerri Williams 
Retired Foreign 
Service Officer
U.S. State Department

Revenues, gains, and other support
Contributions and grants $173,004
Bequest $817
In-kind contributions $13,705
Interest and dividend 
income

 
$33,922

Gain or loss on sales of 
investments

 
$37,549

Total revenues, gains, 
and other support

 
$258,997

 
Endowment
Change in value of 
endowment

 
($80,134)

Value of endowment, 
beginning of year

 
$1,493,474

Value of endowment 
end of year

 
$1,413,340

Expenses
Direct support of Duluth Public Library
    Children's programming $9,445
    Teen programming $5,000
    Adult programming $2,523
    Learning for all ages $8,693
    Books for all ages $9,804
    Redesigned spaces $14,535

Total cash and in-kind support $50,000
Program support to the Duluth 
Public Library

 
$57,320

Total support for the Duluth 
Public Library

 
$107,320

Administration $46,824
Fundraising $20,809
Total expenses $174,953

 Change in net assets  $70,339
Net assets, beginning of year $1,298,446
Net assets, end of year $1,368,783



520 W. Superior Street | Duluth, MN 55802

Thank you for helping us create 
a lifelong love of learning.

Learn more at www.duluthlibraryfoundation.org

Learning through play at the West Duluth Branch Library.


